The International Guide to

MAJOR-SPECIFIC GPA CONVERSION

When applying for competitive programs abroad, your

Cumulative GPA

(the average of every class you've ever taken) doesn't always tell the
whole story. Admissions officers in top destinations like the UK, Australig,
China, and Finland often look for “‘academic fitness” in your specific field

of study.

This is where the Major-Specific GPA (or Subject-Specific GPA)
lbbecomes your most powerful tool. It allows you to showcase your
excellence in the subjects that actually matter for your future degree.
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The Universal GPA Calculation
(standard 4.0 Scale)

While every country has its own nuances, almost every international
university recognises the standard 4.0 weighted average. You can
use this formula as a baseline for any application globally.

HOW TO CALCULATEIT:

Filter your transcript: Select only Multiply by Credits: Multiply the grade

the courses that fall under your point of each core class by the number

"Major” or "Core" requirements. of credits that class was worth.

Assign Point Values: (A=4 . > _(Grade Points x Credits)
! Major GPA =

B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0). i Total Major Credits

AUSTRALIA

e Focus: Prerequisite Competency

¢ What Matters: Stats + Programming grades

e Nuance: Last 2 years GPA (advanced subjects)
e Target:5.5 [ 7.0 (Go8 universities)

UNITED KINGDOM

Focus: Relevant Modules Only

What Matters: Core subjects (ignore electives)
Nuance: Final-year modules weighted higher
Target: 60-69% (2.1 degree)

CHINA

e Focus: Hard Science GPA

¢ What Matters: Math, Physics, STEM subjects

¢ Nuance: Strong core GPA outweighing low overall GPA
e Target: 85/100 (for top scholarships)

FINLAND

Focus: ECTS Credit Match

What Matters: Required credits (60—90 ECTS)
Nuance: GPA calculated only on major credits
Target: 3-4 [ 5 scale



3 Reasons to Highlight Your
Major GPA in Your Application

1. THE "SLOW STARTER" RECOVERY:

If you had a poor first year due to a difficult transition but excelled in your major
during years 3 and 4, your Major GPA proves you have mastered your craft.

2. PROVING PROGRAM FIT:

It demonstrates to the admissions committee that you have the foundational
knowledge to survive a rigorous Master’s or PhD.

3. SCHOLARSHIP ADVANTAGE:

Many subject-specific bursaries (like a "Women in STEM" or "Business
Excellence” award) are decided based solely on your performance in relevant
modules.

How to mention Major
GPA In your SOP

"While my cumulative GPA of [3.1/4.0]
reflects a broad range of studies, my
academic focus is best demonstrated by
my Major GPA of [3.8/4.0] in [Subject
Name]. This performance in advanced
modules like [Module 1] and [Module 2]
has prepared me for the technical rigours
of the [Program Name] at your
university.”

INTERACTIVE TOOL: SUBJECT-SPECIFIC GPA CONVERTER
Step 1: Select Your Grading System

Percentage (0-100) v

US SCALE (4.0) AUSTRALIA (7.0) FINLAND (1-5) UK (CLASSIFICATIONS)



Step 2: Enter Your Course Details

Course Name Grade Credits Subject Category
(e.g., Advanced Calculus) Major/Core v
(e.g., Intro to Marketing) Major/Core v
(e.g., Data Structures) Major/Core v

[+ Add Another Course]

Your Results

Metric Calculated Score
Cumulative GPA (Overall) [Result A]
Major-Specific GPA (Core Only) [Result B]

How to Interpret Your
Results for 2026 Admissions:

If Result B > Result A:
You're a Specialist — highlight your major GPA in
SOP (favoured by UK & China).

If Result A > Result B:

You're Well-Rounded — emphasise overall GPA for
versatility (useful for Australia & liberal programs).

THE "SCHOLARSHIP SWEET SPOT":
Top 10% major GPA — apply for merit scholarships (Finland & Australia).
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